
Listen to Me ...
(Isaiah 51, Preaching: Pastor Stephen Magee, May 30, 2021)

1-8 Consider the power of the Lord
[1] Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD: ...
[2] Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you;  for he was but one when I ...
[3] For the LORD comforts Zion; he comforts all her waste places … joy and gladness will be ...
[4] Give attention to me, my people, ... a law ... my justice for a light to the peoples.
[5] My righteousness ... my salvation ... my arms will judge ... the … coastlands hope for me
[6] … the heavens vanish ... the earth … they who dwell in it … but my salvation will be forever
[7] … fear not the reproach of man, nor be dismayed at their revilings.
[8] For the moth ... the worm … but my righteousness ... and my salvation to all generations.

9-11 Call upon him today and believe
[9] Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD; ...
[10] Was it not you who dried up the sea, ... a way for the redeemed to pass over?
[11] And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and 
sighing shall fee away.

12-23 Receive his expressions of comfort 
[12] I, I am he who comforts you; who are you that you are afraid of man who dies, ...
[13] and have forgotten the LORD, your Maker, ...
[14] He who is bowed down shall speedily be released; ... neither shall his bread be lacking.
[15] I am the LORD your God, ... saying to Zion, ‘You are my people.’”
[17] Wake yourself, … stand up, O Jerusalem, you who have drunk … the cup of his wrath, ...
[18] There is none to guide her among all the sons she has borne; ...
[19] … devastation and destruction, famine and sword; who will comfort you?
[20] Your sons have fainted; ... they are full of the wrath of the LORD, the rebuke of your God.
[21] Therefore hear this, you who are afficted, who are drunk, but not with wine:
[22] Thus says your Lord, the LORD, … the bowl of my wrath you shall drink no more;
[23] and I will put it into the hand of your tormentors ...

Key Verse: Isaiah 51:11 The ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with 
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, 
and sorrow and sighing shall fee away. (See also Isaiah 35:10)

THE POINT: God knows how to discipline His people and how to rescue them from His 
wrath. Listen to His words of assurance with faith.

Applying these verses: 
1  We need the comfort of the Lord every day.
2  We do not have to understand God's ways fully in order to receive the benefts of His divine
comfort, but we do need to receive His promises as fact. 
3  How can we do that without a strong theology of the Scriptures and the powerful witness of
the Spirit of God? (WLC 3-4) 

Old Testament Reading—Ecclesiastes 8:10-17 – All the Work of God
Gospel Reading—Matthew 10:16-20 – What you are to say...
New Testament Reading—Colossians 1:1-14 – And so from the day we heard...



Isaiah 51:11 The Ransomed of the LORD Shall Return 

1 Speak the truth.
“Yes, I'm sad.”

Here's the hope:
He's the glad.

  REFRAIN:
The ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain gladness and joy, 

and sorrow and sighing shall fee away.

2 Hope is real.
Hear the Word.
Love the Son—
God with God. 

  [Refrain]

3 Spirit, come!
Witness bear!
In the Word,
God is there.

  [Refrain]


